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the liberty of private persons will be more secure, and
their equality will not be diminished.
The Americans, who care less for words than the
French, still designate by the name of County the
largest of their administrative districts : but the duties
of the count or lord-lieutenant are in part performed
by a provincial assembly.   At a period of equality Eke
our own it would be unjust and unreasonable to in-
stitute hereditary officers;   but there is nothing to
prevent us from substituting elective public officers to
a certain extent.   Election is a democratic expedient
which insures the independence of the public officer
in relation to the government, as much and even more
than hereditary rank can insure it among aristocratic
nations.    Aristocratic countries abound in wealthy
and influential persons who are competent to provide
for themselves, and who cannot be easily or secretly
oppressed : such persons restrain a government within
general habits of moderation and reserve.   I am very
well aware that democratic countries contain no such
persons naturally ;  but something analogous to them
may be created by artificial means.    I firmly believe
that an aristocracy cannot again be founded in the
world ; but I think that private citizens, by combining
together, may constitute bodies of great wealth, influ-
ence, and strength, corresponding to the persons of an
aristocracy.    By this  means  many  of the greatest
political advantages of aristocracy would be obtained
without its injustice or its dangers.    An association
for political, commercial, or manufacturing purposes,
or even for those of science and literature, is a powerful
and enlightened member of the community, which
cannot be disposed of at pleasure, or oppressed with-
out remonstrance ;   and which, by defending its own
rights against the encroachments of the government,
saves the common liberties of the country.